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Transitons

THE PRINCIPLE

Transitions are words and phrases used between sentences or paragra phs to connect the parts, /.., to
make sure your writing flows smoothly and that there Is a logical progression and organization to your
idess. Transitions ensure that the connections you are making in your writing are evident to the reader,
and clearly finked to the ideas before and after. '

Transition Words and Phrases:

These are your friends, and the quickest way to craft a transition. in order to select the most relevant
word or phrase, you first need to know: What is the shift you are trying to make? Herelisa list of a few
common transition words or phrases and the corresponding shifts that they signal:

FUNCﬂDN/SHlFi’ SIGNALED TRANSITION WORD/PHRASE
Addition/Connection also, and, besides, another

Example/ Iﬁdicatiun * | afterall, asan iHUStratic;n, for example
Elaboration actually, in other words, furthermore, another
Comparisen - along the same lines, likewise, simllarly
énntrast N however, ah?hough, but

Cause and Effect | ase result, therefore, conseguently

*notice that the word another appears in several places; there are some transition words that can serve
multiple purpeses :

Paragraph transitions:

While the above words and phrases can connect efther sentences or paragraphs, there are some tricks
you £an use that apply specHically to paragraph transitions, which are places when it is often the most
di#ficult and the most crucial to maintain the flow and structure of your paper.

Repeat a key word' or phrase. For example:

The protagonist of the novel continued to retreat to the forest in times of distress, underscoring the fact
that trees in the novel represent safety and comfort found in nature. (<- last sentence of paragrqph)
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Another way that the protagonist finds safety and comfort is through her relationship with her
best friend. (<- first sentence of following paragraph)

By repeating the phrase “safety and comfort” as wel} as using the transition word "another,” the writer
connects the idea in the new paragraph with the one proceeding it, allowing her to both follow the
theme of "safety and comfort” into the next paragraph, as well as to introduce z discussion of the
protagonist’s relationship with her best friend.

A COMMON PROBLEM {AND THE SOLUTION)'
You can't expect your transition words to do all the work in your writing. it doesn’t do much good to
use a transition word, and then completely veer off-topic in your sentence.
For example:
The ref&tianship between Jane and her best friend exemplifies the Importance of female relationships
and how they provide strength and sustenance within the confines of a patriarchal culture.

Along the same lines, the market scene in Chapter Four exemphf' ies the prevailing economic
structure of the period. :

As you can see, the subject matter in the new paragraph actually has nothing to do with the discussion
in the preceding paragraph; therefore, the transition phrase not only becomes useless, it actually
contradicts the content of the sentence. Therefore, make sure that both your transition words and the

content of the transition sentence work together to help the reader understand the connections you are
making.

NOW SOME FINE PRINT

Not only are transitional words and phrases unable to do all the work for you, transitlons themselves,

even when artfully constructed, are not enough to make up for ineffective orgamzatlon Make sure that
you have already fully outlined your ideas and the order in which you will present them before yousit
down to write. If you do this, then even if your transitions are not fully formed in your first draft, it will -
be easy to insert them during the revision process. If there is no structure to your paper in the first

place, then your revision process will involve an overhaul in organization, not just a few added words

and phrases to help improve connection and flow. Reading aloud, either to yourself or someone else,

can be of great benefit in helping you identify places where your transitions might need a little more
attention. Notice places where you seem to stumble, or move off-topic and might need to Jook back to

remind yourself what you were talking about. These are a few clues that a lack of clear transitions could
be the probiem,
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