THE SOLUTION .

Find the pairs or series of elements in your sentences, and decide on the best way to make
them match, Here are our sample sentences with the corrected paralle] constructions in
bold type:

Not parallel;  “It's all Adam’s fault,” Eve exclaimed. “He was talking, sleeping and picked
. flowers while I was busy at the tree.”
Parallel: *It's all Adam's fault,” Eve exclaimed. “He was talking, sleeping, and picking
flowers while I was busy at the tree.”

Not parallel: Adam wanted Eve notAonIy to obey while he was around but also when he was
away. :

Parallel; Adam wanted Eve not only to obey while he was around but aiso to obey when
_he was away, -

Also parallel: ~ Adam wanted Eve to obey not only when he was around but also when he
was away.

Notparallel: It was easier to believe Adam was at fault than seeing him hide behind a fig leaf.

Parallel: It was easier to believe Adam was at fault than to see him hide behind a fig
leaf. ,

Also parallel:  Believing Adam was at fault was easier than seeing him hide behind a fig leaf.

NOW SOME FINE PRINT
Tips for spotting parallel constructions:

1. Anytime you have a list or a pair of words joined by AND, look for similar -
endings (such as —ing) or other similarities of form (such as to + verb).

Adam was busy naming the animals, tending the garden, AND ﬁnding a fig leaf.
Eve wanted to taste the apple AND to gain knowledge.

2. Some sentences have conjunctions (or occasionally adverbs) that we commonly
pair together, such as either. . . or, neither . . . nor, not only . . . but also,
rather . . . than. See if the constructions immediately following those words are
parallel, as they are in these sentences:

Either you can eat from the tree or you can stay in the garden.
Eve not onfy chatted with the serpent, but also listened intently.
She decided she would rathereat the apple than hurt the serpent’s feelings.



