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wirs and noun phrases

Artictes

Lrticles (g, an, and the) are a type of determiner. In English, choosing which
irhicle to use — or whether to use an artidle at all — can be challenging. Al-
hough there are exceptions, the following general guidelines tan help.

dzing & or an ' .

Jse z and an, indefinite articles, with singular count nouns. Use g before
1 consonznt sound (z car) and en before a vowel sound (an uncle). Con-
sider sound rather than spelling: @ house, art hour. Do not use indefinite
srticles with plural count nouns or with aencount nouns.

A or an tells readers they do not have enough information fo identify
specifically what the noun refers to (in other words, it's an unspecified,

singuiar count nouns :
nantount nouns

“this book
that mitk

15 Yax

noncount nouns

some milk, enotgh ouble
piural caunt nouns s0me bodks
enpugh probiams

tiesé, those, {8) few, phired count ficuAs

thesa books, those plans
many, both, several

& fewitdeas
many students

batfi hands, severaltrees

or indefinite, noun). The writer may or may not have a particuliar thing in
mind but in either case will use a or ant if the reader lacks the informaticn
necessary for ideniification. Compare these sentences:

b [need a new coat for the winter.
= ¥saw a coat that I liked at Dayton's, but it wasn't heavy enough,

The coat in the first sentence is hypothetical rather than actual. Since it
is indefinite to the writer and the reades, it is used with g, not the, The
second sentence refers to an actual coat, but since the writer carmot ex-
pect the reader to knew which one, it is used with a rather than the.

¥ you want to speek of an indefinite quantity rather than just one
indefinite thing, use some or any with a noncount noun or a plural count
noun. Note that any is used in negative sentences.

P This stew needs some more salf.

p Isaw some plates that Iliked at Gump's.

¥ This stew doesn’t need eny more salt.

¥ Ididn't see any plates that I liked at Gump's.

Using the

The definite article the is used with both count and nonecount nouns
whose identity is already known or is about to be made mown to tead-
ers. The necessary information for identification can come from the
notm phrase itself, from elsewhere in the text, from context, from geri-
erel knowledge, or from a superlative.

the
B Let'’s meet at fountain in front of Dwinelle Hall.
-~

The phrase in frovit of Duwinelle Hall identifies the specific fountain. We
know from the use of the that there is only one founfain in fromt of
Dwineile FHall. ;
.2
» Last Saturday, a fire that started in a restaurant spread foa

The store
nearby clothing store. Skire was saved, although it suffered

water damage.

The word store is preceded by the, which directs our attention o the infor-
mation in the previous sentence, where the store is first ideniified.

the
b= She asled him to shut door when he left her office.
! A

She expects him to understend that she is teferring to the door in her
office.
The Fope

b Popeis expected to visit Africa in October.
Pl

There is only one living pope, and the before pope signals that this sentence
refers to him. Simnilar examples include the president {of the United States), the
earth, and the moont.
the
» Bill is now best singer in the choir
A

The superlative best identifies the noun Sr"rlgzr..

Using the zero article

¥ a noun appears without the, 2 ot an, or any other determiner {even if
it is preceded by other adjectives), it is said to have a zero article. The
zero article can be used with plural count nouns (plans, assignments),
nencount nouns (homework, information), and proper nouns (Carmen,
New York). With plural count nouns and noncount nouns, the zero art-
de is used to make genetalizations.

b In this world nothing is certzin but death and taxes,
— BENTAMIN FRANKLIN

The zero article indicates that Franklin refers not to a particalar death or-
specific taxes but to death and taxes in general,

Here English differs from many other languages that would use the def-
inite arficle to make generalizations. In English, a sentence like The
snakes are dangerous can refer only to pa{;ﬂgﬂar, identifiable snakes, not
to snakes in general. 4

It is sometimes possible to make general statements with the or a/an
and singular count nours,

b First-yenr college students axe cordfranted with mMany new experientes.
b A first-year studert is canfronted with many new experiences.
¥ The first-year student is confronted with many new experiences.

These sentences all make the same general staternent, but the emphasis
of ezch sentence is different. The first sentence refers to first-year col-
lege students as 2 group, the secand focuses on a hypothetical stadent
taken at random, and the third: sentence, which is characteristic of for-

mal written style, projects the image of a typical student as representa-
tive of the whole class.




